CHAPTER LIX

COMMUNAL UNITY

Everybody is agreed about the necessity of this
(communal) unity. But everybody does not know that
unity does not mean political unity which may be im-
posed. It means an unbreakable heart unity. The first
thing essential for achieving such unity is for every
Congressman, whatever his religion may be, to represent
in his own person Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Zoroas-
trian, Jew, etc., shortly, every one of the millions of
the inhabitants of Hindustan. In order to realize this,
every Congressman will cultivate personal friendship
with persons representing faiths other than his own.
He should have the same regard for the other faiths as
he has for his own.
Constructive Programme, p. 8

Hindus and Musalmans, Christians, Sikhs and
Parsis must not settle their differences by resort to vio-
lence. .. . Hindus and Musalmans prate about no
compulsion in religion. What is it but compulsion, if
Hindus will kill a Musalman for saving a cow ? It is like
wanting to convert a Musalman to Hinduism by force.
And similarly what is it but compulsion, if Musalmans
seek to prevent by force Hindus from playing music
before mosques? Virtue lies in being absorbed in one's
prayers in tie presence of din and noise. We shall both
Ibe voted irreligious savages by posterity if we continue
to make a futile attempt to compel one another to respect
our religious wishes.

If Hindu-Muslim unity is endangered because an
Arya Samaj preacher or a Musalman preacher preaches
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